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FILING

Filing is cutting away metal with a file, It is used to remove
rough edges and irregular surfaces, The types of files most com-
monly used in jewelry making are needle, half round, triangular
knife, and rat tail. Other files, four or six inches in length, second,
and smooth cut, half round, triangular, flat, riffle, and barrette are
also used for jewelry construction and finishing.

The technique to be used in filing depends upon the condition
of the metal, the type of surfaces or edges to be produced, and the
file selected for the filing to be done,

Any sawed or cut edge or clean surface can be filed without
being pickled. An annealed or soldered surface to be filed for
construction practically always requires cleaning in the pickle to
remove the oxidation or the borax glaze. The latter is difficult,
and sometimes impossible, to remove with the file.

Tools                    Pickle

and                       Copper pickle pan

Working               Gas plate

Materials               Copper tongs

Steel surface plate

Wooden mallet

Table, hand, or ring vise

File to suit the work and metal

Emery doth or scraper

Chalk

File card or brush